
The Feast of Dedication 

“I am the Light of the World: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 

life!” John 8:12Over 150 years before Jesus’ birth, a group of Jewish warriors led by Judah Maccabee, 

defeated Anticochus IV. Though terribly outnumbered by their foes, the Maccabees triumphed over the 

Grecian Syrian Empire. This led to the establishment of Chanukah — the feast of dedication. 

Judah entered into Jerusalem only to find the Temple desecrated by a sacrificed pig and an idol of Zeus. 

Upon seeing this, he immediately began to cleanse the Temple. Judah also found that there was only 

one cruse of undefiled oil which could burn in the Temple Menorah (holy candleabra which had to 

continually burn). This oil was only enough for one day but it miraculously lasted for eight days, just 

enough time to get more of this special oil made. So in memory of this miracle and the rededication of 

the Temple, Chanukah (Hanukkah) or the Festival of Lights has been celebrated by the Jewish people for 

over 2000 years and was even celebrated by Jesus Himself! 


